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the western frontier of Egypt, was taken prisoner,
broke his leg in attempting to escape from the
Citadel at Cairo, and eventually volunteered to
serve in the Arab Army, where he was at once made
commander-in-chiefofFeisal'sforce. Havingstudied
in Germany, and speaking five languages, of which
English was one, he was an ideal commandant in the
field of the mixed elements, Hejazi, Syrian, and
Mesopotamian, of which the newly formed Arab
regular army was composed. He had at that time a
black beard and a very violent temper, and used to
burst out into torrents of bilingual and even tri-
lingual abuse at the smallest provocation, but his
anger never lasted, and all his men quite under-
stood him. He was rather depressed that day, and
not at all hopeful of being able to hold the Aba'l
Lissan plateau, but FeisaPs confidence was un-
shaken, and it was decided that the Arabs should
stick to their positions at all costs.
After the conference Dawnay went back with
Wordie to Cairo, and Lawrence disappeared up-
country towards Shobek to see what had happened
to Zeid. As it turned out, the Turks never took the
offensive south of Maan, but merely held the rail-
way and concentrated their efforts on keeping it
open as far as Medina. Feisal was thus left undis-
turbed to organise his army and to make occasional
sallies against a station or post on the line. His
regular army was not yet strong enough to spare
many detachments for this kind of work, so a good
deal of it was done by the attached British officers
and units, who acted independently of the official
Arab headquarters, but in close touch with Feisal
and Ja'far. Joyce and Maynard worked out and
supervised all these independent affairs, most of
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